
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are Little Bugs, a childminding service in Muir of Ord. We are 
primarily based outdoors - in the local woodlands, lochan areas 
and our garden, unless the weather gets too horrendous and then 
we use our gazebo a little more! We have a huge passion for the 
outdoors and how it positively impacts children's health, well-
being and learning. We opened our little setting in June 2018 as 
we felt there was the scope for this type of provision in our local 
area which was also flexible to parents’ needs. 
 
 

Little Bugs during lockdown 

We remained open throughout the entire period of lockdown for key worker families. Our 
main aim has been to try and make the children’s experience as ‘normal’ as possible when 
everything else is a bit topsy-turvy for them. 

For families who have not been able to attend, we have made 
up home packs of ideas - challenges and activities the children 
could do with things at home and in nature. Our families loved 
this and have been sending us pictures which we are putting 
on a collage canvas. We have also been posting ideas on 
social media, communicating through email, messages and 
video calls. In addition, we made a wee peg doll for each 
child based on their interests, which went down a treat. 

 

 

 

We are fortunate that we are primarily outdoor based so 
have been using the local woodlands and lochan area 
for running around, building dens, digging, arty projects 
and splashing in streams where we have made lots of 
dams and mini rivers. This was part of the little bugs 
routine every day prior to lockdown, so it’s been great 
that we have been able to continue doing so, allowing 
children with limited gardens at home to have the opportunity 
to get outside, blow off some steam and become involved in lots of learning. 



 

 

We are lucky to have a good-sized garden set up and an 
outdoor play gazebo. The only changes we needed to make 
here was to adapt the gazebo slightly, placing more items 
into boxes, with a little less on display. Once the children 
have played, we can get the toys isolated and cleaned up. 
We fully believe that it’s important to try not to change too 
much or allow increased risk to adversely affect the 
children. So, whilst taking the required precautions, we have 
tried to maintain a degree of normality. The children have 
loved the re-jigged gazebo and really enjoy the ability to go 
in and out when they want to. 

 

 

In the garden we have been doing lots of mark making, bird 
and bug watching, crafty activities and we have still allowed for 
sand, water and sensory play but restricting this to individual 
trays or washing hands before using. We have added some more 
bits and bobs, such as log stumps, a mark making station, 
updated the mud kitchen, added more loose parts and have made 
a moveable number tree, chalk houses and incorporated print into 
the environment even more. 

 

 

 

As children return, we are seeing more little ones who have been 
away for longer so we are trying to make this transition as easy as 
possible for them and their families. We 

have updated our library with some more 
books about feelings and emotions and we use 

the peg dolls as a visual to discuss these too. Whilst we 
cannot have lots of soft furnishings, we have tried to make a calming 
comfy corner, padded floor, twinkly lights, sparkly sensory bottles and 
family photo books for the little ones. We have also been doing some 
mindfulness work, the children love the card activities and lying on the 
grass looking at the sky, or eyes closed and listening. It’s been lovely 
to witness the calming effect this has. 
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