
9 August 2021  
 
NOTE FOR ALL CHILDCARE PROVIDERS  

 
To all registered childcare providers,  

 
ASYMPTOMATIC TESTING PROGRAMME – UPDATE  

 
This note is for all Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) and School-aged Childcare 

(SAC) settings participating in the asymptomatic childcare testing programme. Those 
settings participating in the programme through a school may have received similar 
information via a local authority contact. I am writing to provide an update on the 
testing programme. I hope this information will be helpful for all settings, including 

those which were closed during the summer break.  
 
Key messages for all settings  

 

Now that all settings participating in the programme will be re-opening following the 
summer break, we would like to highlight the following key messages.  
 
 Where settings have remained open, please continue to emphasise the 

importance of twice-weekly at-home LFD testing to staff. Testing can help 

reduce the risks of COVID-19 outbreaks in ELC and SAC settings. This, in turn, 
can help reduce the likelihood that staff or children and young people will have to 
self-isolate due to outbreaks. 

 Where settings have been closed, please encourage staff to test before 
returning. All staff who have been away from settings are strongly encouraged to 

restart twice-weekly at-home LFD testing in the week prior to return. Ideally, 
please encourage staff to take their second weekly test either in the morning 

before they leave for their first day of work, or the evening before. 
 Accessing test kits: In a previous note, issued on 22 June 2021, we suggested 

that staff should consider whether they will continue to test during periods of 
leave, and to ensure that they have an adequate supply of kits to do so if they 

wish. Testing during periods of leave was not obligatory, however, many settings 
will have provided test kits to staff prior to the summer break. If any staff have not 
received test kits, they can access them in a range of different ways, including 
ordering online for home delivery, or collecting kits from their nearest test site or 

pharmacy, as well as from their setting of course. They can also take a test at a 
local test site, which may be better for those who need assistance when testing. 
Further information is available at: Coronavirus (COVID-19): getting tested in 
Scotland - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 

 Asymptomatic testing remains an important part of the refreshed level 0 
guidance. The updated guidance can be found at: Guidance for Early Learning 

and Childcare Services and Guidance for School Age Childcare Services. 
 

  

Early Learning and Childcare Directorate 
Alison Cumming, Director, Early Learning and 

Childcare  
 
 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/no-covid-symptoms/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/no-covid-symptoms/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-learning-and-childcare-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-learning-and-childcare-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-age-childcare-services/pages/overview/


Recording of results  

 
Recorded uptake of LFD testing in ELC and SAC settings has decreased since mid-

April. At that point, around a third of staff were recording their results. In the most 
recent week for which we have data, the figure was under 15%. This decrease in 
recorded uptake is likely to be partly due to the summer holiday period, when around 
half of settings have been closed. However, please encourage staff to record 

their results. A reminder may be particularly helpful for any new staff, or any 
staff who have been away from the setting over the summer. It is really 

important that staff record their results online, whether positive, negative or void. 
This helps public health experts understand what levels of COVID-19 are, and can 

inform policy on mitigations in ELC and SAC settings. 
 
New testing kits  

 

From the start of term, after settings have used up their current stocks of Innova test 
kits and placed orders for additional test kits, they will be provided with a new type of 
LFD test kit. While very similar to the current tests, the new device involves a nasal-
only swab. This is in response to feedback that throat swabbing can be 

uncomfortable for some users. The new types of test kit also take only 15 minutes for 
results to be returned, reducing the amount of time involved in testing. The UK 
Government has published some updated guidance on how to use current and new 
test kits, which can be found here: How to do a coronavirus (COVID-19) rapid lateral 

flow test at home - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). Full instructions on how to use the new 
test kits will also be made available via Objective Connect.  
 
Settings can continue to order their testing kits from here: Apply for coronavirus test 

kits - GOV.UK (test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk) For any issues with LFD test kits 
or relating to supplies, settings and local authorities can continue to call the NSS 
Helpline on 0800 008 6587 or email nss.Covid19TestingSupport@nhs.scot    
 

Longer term plans for the schools/ELC asymptomatic testing programme 

 
Following an initial period of 4-6 weeks, after all ELC/SAC settings, and schools, 
have re-opened, we intend to review the programme, potentially with a view to 

moving to a system where testing can be paused when prevalence is low, and 
reinstated on the advice of Directors of Public Health in local areas if there are 
outbreaks/spikes. Our decision on this will be guided by the evidence nearer the 
time, and will also be informed by developments in the wider testing programme. We 

will provide further details on this in due course. 
 
Thank you again for all you do for Scotland’s children, and in particular everything 
you have done to respond to the impacts of COVID-19 on ELC and SAC settings. 

 
Yours sincerely,   

 
ALISON CUMMING  

Director for Early Learning and Childcare  

http://covidtest.scot/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-self-test-help
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-self-test-help
https://request-testing.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
https://request-testing.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
mailto:nss.Covid19TestingSupport@nhs.scot

